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2. Andrew J. Nathan and Andrew Scobell, China’s Search for Security, New York: Columbia University
Press, 2012.

3. Evan S. Medeiros, China’s International Behavior: Activism, Opportunism, and Diver-
sification, Santa Monica, Calif.: RAND Corporation, MG-850-AF, 2009, pp. 160-161. For
some authoritative overviews of China’s involvement in the Middle East during the Cold
War, see John Calabrese, “From Flyswatters to Silkworms: The Evolution of China’s Role in
West Asia,” Asian Survey, Vol. 30, No. 9, September 1990; and Yitzhak Shichor, The Middle
East in China's Foreign Policy, 1949-1977, New York: Cambridge University Press, 1979.
4. Republic of China (ROC)
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5. Central Party School in Beijing
6. Gao Zugui, “Dabianju shenhua beijingxia Zhongguo yu Zhong Dong guanxi de fazhan”
[“Development of China’s Relations with the Middle East in the Context of Profound Chang-
es”], Heping yu fazhan [Peace and Development], No. 4, 2014, p. 45.
7. The real prospect of “a U.S. retreat from the region” is raised by Geoffrey Kemp. See his
The East Moves West: India, China, and Asia’s Growing Presence in the Middle East, Wash-
ington, D.C.: Brookings Institution, 2010, p. 18. These observers include Chinese analysts.
See David Schenker, “China’s Middle East Footprint,” Los Angeles Times, April 27, 2013,
p- 19; and Li Weijian, “Danggian Zhong Dong anquan jushi ji dui Zhongguo Zhong Dong
waijiao yingxiang” [“Current Security Situation in the Middle East and Implications for Chi-
na’s Middle East Diplomacy”], Guoji guancha [International Observer], No. 3, 2014.
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8. Li Weijian, “Zhong Dong zai Zhongguo zhanlue zhong de zhongyaoxing ji shuangbian
guanxi” [Bilateral Relations Between China and the Middle East and the Importance of the
Middle East in China’s Strategy”], XiYa Feizhou [West Asia and Africa], No. 6, 2004, p. 20.
This is also noted by Kemp (2010, p. 67).
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13. See, for example, Chu Shulong and Jin Wei, Zhongguo waijiao zhanlue he zhengce [ Chi-
na'’s Foreign Affairs Strategy and Policy], Beijing: Shishi Chubanshe, 2008), pp. 263-264;
author interviews.

14. Jon B. Alterman and John W. Garver, The Vital Triangle: China, the United States, and
the Middle East, Washington, D.C.: Center for Strategic and International Studies, 2008, p.
7, Figure 1.1.

15. Niu Xinchun, “China’s Interests in and Influence over the Middle East,” trans. Haibing
Xing, Contemporary International Relations, Vol. 24, No. 1, January/February 2014a, p. 39.
16. New Silk Road

17. One Belt, One Road

18. See “Vision and Actions Are Jointly Building Silk Road Economic Belt and 21st Century Maritime
Silk Road,” news release, National Development and Reform Commission, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic of China with State Council authorization, March ,28
2015.
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